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Message from the Principal!

Term 2 2020 What’s On

Dear Parents,
Natural disaster and pandemics, such as the current COVID-19 pandemic,
has placed the school in circumstances where we never thought we would
be. Even though in NSW we are looking at a relaxation of restrictions,
beyond the health impacts the virus has set off a ripple-effect that is
destabilising many of our economic and social norms.
Our students have faced the reality of spending a long period at home and
we are now beginning our transition back to full time schooling. The
implications of this will be different for each of us, depending on our
individual work, family or household circumstances. However, at Allegra
our priority is ensuring the health, wellbeing and safety of our staff,
students and families.
We understand that this is a worrying time for many of our families. We
want to assure you that we are working as quickly as possible to respond
to each situation as it evolves, and plan for other possibilities. At the end
of Term 1 we sent you our learning materials for Term 2. We ask you to
encourage your child to continue to engage with the materials provided to
retain some sense of normalcy in these uncertain times.
The school is currently open for all students who need, or want to attend.
For continuity of learning, the teaching staff will continue to use Google
Classroom to deliver the content for all students regardless of whether
they are learning from school of learning from home. Further, the staff will
continue to make professional judgements about your child’s academic
progress and attendance will be recorded against participation and other
measures of engagement.
From Week 3 we will transition our students back to full time learning.
Please familiarise yourself with the return schedule on Page 3 and
communicate to the school office if you plan to continue educating your
child from home. We expect that we will commence whole school
transition days in Week 5 and be back to ‘regular’ teaching by the end of
the term.
As always, we thank you for your ongoing support and patience as we
return our students to school.
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Excursion
During this time of uncertainty, we are unable to
commit to booking our next whole school excursion. Watch this space for details of the next
excursion.

Girls Sport Leadership Forum
In Term 1, Year 10 student Holly Simmons attended the
Girls Sport Leadership Forum in Sydney.
Holly is an accomplished cricket player and as this
event celebrated the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup we
thought that Holly was the perfect representative for the
school.
Holly provided the following summation of the event:
At the leadership forum we were given presentations
from 3 inspirational women.
Tiddas 4 Tiddas is a campaign that supports Indigenous women; we were given a presentation by Marlee
who, with her sister Keely, runs the campaign. The
presentation talked about the challenges her and her
sister had gone through as Aboriginal women.

We are now on Instagram!
Follow us @allegraschoolcoffsharbour

Debbie Lee is one of the founders of the AFLW league
and part of the original group who fought to get the
women’s league. She gave us a presentation on the
challenges of getting this dream to a reality we see today.
Amy Perrett was one of the first women rugby referees
in the world. She gave us a presentation on her journey
through playing to becoming a referee.
After these presentations we had a practical cricket
based activity. This just included having a game of
modified cricket and a few drills with plastic bats and
balls.
Once we had finished this we were given tickets to attend 2 of the T20 World Cup (Pakistan v Thailand,
West Indies, South Africa).
This experience was overall really inspiring and gave
me some insight on some of challenges these amazing
women went through.
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Attendance and Engagement
When working from home, student attendance is recorded based on
evidence of participation.
If there is no evidence of submission of class work (either electronically or in hard copy)
your child will be marked as absent.
Evidence may take the form of:




Submission of classwork
Participation in online forums
Phone/email communication with teachers

As always we have a duty of care to follow up on unexplained absences. If a child is not at school and we
do not receive evidence of participation in remote learning, we will continue to follow our regular attendance procedures to follow up on that absence.
If your child is sick, or is on any other leave whether learning from home or school, the normal
procedures continue to apply. Please contact the school to inform us of the leave.
Determination

Explanation

Present

Your child attends school on site and completes curriculum
requirements face to face with the teachers.

Flexible Learning

Students at home engaged in learning because parents have kept them at
home.

Sick

Parents advise the school that their child is sick and not able to attend
school and therefore unable to complete work.

Absent

There is no evidence of students completing work therefore students are
on unapproved leave.

How we measure and mark attendance may have changed, but what hasn’t changed is how valuable
attendance is in the long run.

Learning Schedule—we will follow this transition plan from Week 3
Day

Monday

Students returning on site

Children of
Essential
Workers
+ children who
need/want to
attend

Period

P1. History
P2. Science
P3. Art
P4. English

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Yr. 10

Yr. 10

Yr. 9

Yr. 9

+ children of
essential workers and those
who need/want
to attend

+ children of
essential workers and those
who need/want
to attend

+ children of
essential workers
and those who
need/want to
attend

+ children of
essential workers and those
who need/want
to attend

P1. PE
P2. Maths
P3. Science
P4. English

P1. History
P2. Maths
P3. Wellbeing
P4. Geography

P1. PE
P2. History
P3. English
P4. Wellbeing

P1. Geography
P2. Maths
P3. Science
P4. Art
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Open Letter to Australia’s
Parents and Carers

Julie Inman Grant
eSafety Commissioner

Dear parents and carers,
We are all living in extraordinary times, dealing with changes in the way we interact and live. Even if your
health has not been directly impacted by COVID-19, the physical restrictions, emotional stresses and
financial pressure may be making it difficult to cope — and for many people, keeping children home from
school is adding to the tension.
Australian teachers and schools have been working overtime to ensure the least impact from changes to
school routines, but the truth is, this will not be a seamless time for learning. Many of us without teaching
experience may struggle to fill the gap. There could be technology and time challenges, particularly for
anyone now working from home or caring for others as well. At times, just getting by may be difficult
enough.
Learning at home
We recognise that staying safe online is something many parents and carers are concerned about and
that privacy and protecting young people should be a priority.
Given the changing environment, eSafety is focused on providing the most up to date material about
maintaining online safety. Our homepage now has a direct link to our latest information relevant to
COVID-19. You can also sign up to our newsletter to keep up to date as new resources come online.
I encourage you to read my most recent blogposts, COVID-19: an online safety kit for parents and carers, and COVID-19: protecting children from online abuse. They contain links to useful resources for
young people and parents. The eSafety website also has information on developing good habits and
supporting kids while they are online.
As your children are likely to be interacting more online for learning, playing and socialising over the coming weeks, the need to set expectations about online behaviour is even greater than usual — regardless
of their comfort level or proficiency with technology. Have a conversation with them to ensure they know
they have reporting pathways if something negative happens online. Check out eSafety’s Top 5 online
safety tips for kids and How to report cyberbullying material. The eSafety Parents pages on our website
have more tips and resources about the use of digital technology at home.
Webinars for parents and children
Throughout April and May we will be running live parent webinars, which you can access at home. We
encourage you to register for these now.
eSafety is developing more information, resources and webinars to support young people and parents
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Sign up to our newsletter, visit our Twitter and Facebook pages and
read our latest blogposts to get updates.
Resources and webinars for older Australians
To help maintain contact with older family members and friends, you can download the Get Started app
— it has great tips for helping them get online safely. Recommend they visit our Be Connected website,
which has lots of easy-to-follow guides for older people. They can learn about making video calls, using
social media and shopping online. There’s also specially tailored advice for coping with COVID-19 and
we have free online safety webinars on the way.
Now is also a good time for children to connect online with their grandparents and show them the ropes!

Cont/..
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Open Letter to Australia’s
Parents and Carers Cont/..

eSafety Programs
Explore the huge range of advice and resources at our national online safety hub, esafety.gov.au – we
have programs tailored for all ages.
 eSafety Parents — Advice for parents and carers to help children have safe experiences online.
 eSafety Early Years — Practical advice to tackle the key online safety issues for children
from birth to 5 years old.
 eSafety Kids — A platform for kids to learn about online safety in a way they can relate to.
 eSafety Young People — A platform for older children to learn about online
safety in an
environment that appeals to them.
 eSafety Educators — Online training and resources for teachers, schools and communities.
 eSafety Women — Empowering women to take control against online abuse.
 eSafety Seniors — Online safety advice, tools and support for older Australians.
The safety and wellbeing of Australian children and young people is paramount, so I hope this information is helpful to you.
Julie Inman Grant
eSafety Commissioner

As educators, we know about the important link between wellbeing and
learning.
Wellbeing is linked to enhanced learning outcomes, academic achievement,
mental health and responsible life
choices. We know that a safe, respectful and inclusive environment enables
students to feel connected and engaged in their learning and this lays the
foundation for them to reach their potential in learning and in life.
The Student Wellbeing hub is a place
where you are able to read more about
wellbeing, national programs and
frameworks that support students and
their wellbeing.
Find the parent portal at: https://
studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/
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